Bible Studies

Daniel (8)

Weighed and Found Wanting

Daniel 5:13-31

Introduction


The queen mother, who was probably Belshazzar’s grandmother, had entered the banquet hall after the fingers had written on the wall and the King had collapsed in fear and terror. None of his wise men had been able to read or interpret the writing. The queen mother told Belshazzar that she knew of a man in his kingdom who had the spirit of the holy gods in him. During his grandfather’s reign this man was found to have insight, intelligence and wisdom like the gods. Nebuchadnezzar had appointed this man, Daniel, as chief of his wise men because he was able to interpret dreams, explain riddles, and solve difficult problems. The queen mother urged her grandson to call for Daniel.

Read Dan. 5:13-21

I. Daniel is called

A. It’s interesting that when Daniel was called to appear before the King, the first thing that Belshazzar said to him was demeaning – almost insulting. He didn’t show respect to Daniel as the one who had had such a great influence on his grandfather. Instead he greeted him as an exile whom his grandfather had captured from Judah. Of course that was true, but it had happened 50 or 60 years before. During those intervening years Daniel had been made ruler over the province of Babylon and put in charge of all the wise men. Dan. 2:48 It seems as though the King wanted to emphasize Daniel’s humble beginnings rather than give him credit for his high position. This would be in keeping with his use of the goblets from the conquered temple. It was as if he wanted to remind Daniel that they were the conquerors and he was the conquered. Little did he know that that very night, he would be the conquered, and Daniel would live on to greater prominence! Prov. 16:18

B. Belshazzar reviewed with Daniel what the queen mother had told him. Then he explained that the wise men had been brought to him to read and interpret the writing on the wall, but they had not been able to. He said that he had heard that Daniel was able to give interpretations and solve difficult problems. Then the King repeated the promise he had made to the wise men. If Daniel were able to solve this problem the King would reward him. He would be clothed in purple, signifying that he was in a high position. Only the royalty and nobles were allowed to wear purple robes, probably elegantly trimmed. He would be given a heavy gold chain worth a great deal of money. And the greatest reward: Daniel would be appointed as the 3rd highest ruler in the kingdom. Nabonidus was King no. 1; Belshazzar was his co-regent or King no. 2; and Daniel would be King no. 3. This offer makes it clear that Belshazzar was desperate to find out what the writing said and meant.

II. Daniel reviews history

A. Daniel was not impressed by the King’s rewards. He was probably angry at the arrogance of the King in using the holy goblets from the Lord’s temple to worship his idols and demons. He didn’t want any favors from this wicked man. He told the King to keep the gifts for himself and give the rewards to someone else. But Daniel was not there to gain something from the King. He was God’s servant and he would do what the Lord told him to do, which was to read the writing and tell the King what it meant. Although Daniel was not interested in rewards, I believe that this was God’s plan to put Daniel again into prominence before Cyrus defeated Belshazzar and took over Babylon. It would explain why King Darius put Daniel on top as one of the 3 administrators. Dan. 6:1-2 If Daniel had remained in obscurity, Darius might not have known his potential or had the chance to be blessed by him. I believe this is an example of how God uses one event to bring down the proud and lift up the humble. Matt. 23:12
B. I notice that Daniel did not address Belshazzar with the usual greeting of kings: “Oh, King, live forever.” Evidently Daniel knew before seeing the writing that Belshazzar’s life was at an end. Probably God had already revealed this to Daniel. In Dan. 7 & 8 we read of visions that God gave Daniel during Belshazzar’s reign, so we know that God was revealing to him the secrets and mysteries of the future. Daniel was not afraid of Belshazzar even though he knew that this arrogant King could have him executed at any time. Before explaining what the King wanted, Daniel gave him a review of Nebuchadnezzar’s story, which I’m sure Belshazzar already knew. He forced the King to think in terms of the God behind his grandfather and himself!  Daniel wanted the King to know that the Most High God was the One who gave Nebuchadnezzar his sovereignty, greatness, glory, and splendor. Because of the high position God gave him, all the peoples, nations and languages were afraid of him and he killed whom he wanted to kill and spared whom he wanted to spare. In other words, Nebuchadnezzar’s word was law and everyone had to obey him.

C. Daniel told the story as it was, not omitting any of the gory details about Nebuchadnezzar’s insanity. Belshazzar’s grandfather was arrogant and hardened with pride – not unlike his grandson to whom Daniel was speaking! Because of his pride and arrogance, Nebuchadnezzar was deposed from his throne, was driven away from people, and was given the mind and behavior of an animal. All of this went on for 7 years until Nebuchadnezzar acknowledged that the Most High God is sovereign over all the kingdoms of men, and sets over them anyone he wishes. Belshazzar was about to find out personally that he was king only because God had set him in place. His arrogance would be the reason he would be not only deposed from his throne, but from his kingdom!  He would be not only stripped of his glory, but of his life!

Read Dan. 5:22-31

III. Daniel’s accusation

A. Next, Daniel made a point blank accusation against the King. With great courage and boldness, he pointed out the sins of Belshazzar. “But you, his son…” Actually the King was Nebuchadnezzar’s grandson, but “son” here means descendent. Daniel accused, “You have not humbled yourself, though you knew all this.” All along the King had known this story of his grandfather, but evidently had chosen to ignore it or not see it in the right light. Belshazzar, knowing what the pride of his grandfather had caused, still did not humble himself. The Lord expects us to pay attention to the examples in our lives, whether we follow the good examples or avoid the pitfalls of the bad ones. Daniel went on to amplify how Belshazzar had shown his arrogance. “You have set yourself up against the Lord of heaven. You and the others have drunk wine from the goblets from the Lord’s temple. You praised the gods of silver, gold, etc. which cannot see or hear.” And the worst thing: “You did not honor the God who holds in His hand your life and all your ways.”
B. Belshazzar’s arrogance caused him to stand against the very God in whose hands was his life! He had the pride and stupidity to think that his city was impregnable and his glory so great that he could take God’s things and use them to blaspheme Him. Daniel certainly didn’t mince words. When he had revealed the interpretation of Nebuchdnezzar’s dream of the tree, he had spoken carefully and brokenheartedly to the King in the hopes that he would repent.  Dan. 4:19, 27 The message on the wall indicated that it was too late for Belshazzar to repent. Belshazzar was unwilling to recognize God’s hand in his life, so God sent a hand to write the inscription which was an indictment against Belshazzar.

IV. Daniel’s interpretation

A. Daniel read the words of the inscription. They were in Aramaic, which the others should have been able to read. Perhaps they were in a strange script, or they just couldn’t make sense out of them. The message consisted of only 3 words, the first of which was repeated. The wise men may have read them, “Mina, mina, shekel, half shekel”. Each of these words means a unit of money. So it’s like saying, “Money, money, money”. Maybe the Lord was saying, “This is the story of your life. It’s all wrapped up with money.” The deeper meaning was what Daniel revealed: “Numbered, numbered, weighed, divided”. Even that would not be completely clear to observers. But the full message as interpreted by Daniel was crystal clear. “Numbered” meant that God had numbered the days of Belshazzar’s reign and brought it to an end. What Belshazzar had not recognized during his lifetime was that God had designated a certain number of days for him to serve as King. He had squandered them all in selfishness, self-indulgence, arrogance and rebellion against God. Now it was too late. He was in the final day of his reign, and he chose to finish it in complete debauchery and ignominy by challenging the Most High! 

B. “Weighed” meant that Belshazzar had been weighed on God’s scale and was found wanting.  He as a man, as a ruler, as a husband and father had come up light on God’s scale. Daniel was telling him that there was no weight, no depth, no strength in him. He was a failure! He had never come up to the stature of his grandfather. “Divided” meant that his kingdom had been divided by God and given to the Medes and the Persians. The Medes and the Persians were taking the Babylonian Kingdom and dividing it up between them. And even as that message was being written on the wall, it was happening. The giant Euphrates River ran through the city of Babylon. The army of Cyrus, led by Ugbaru, was stationed outside the high city walls. Belshazzar and his people thought they were safe. Ugbaru divided his army in half. Half were where the river entered the city and the other half where it exited the city. They simply diverted the river by digging a canal and siphoning off the water. Then the soldiers entered the city from either side on the riverbed. The overthrow of Babylon was on Oct. 12, 539 BC. Isaiah had prophesied this in Isa. 47:4-5

V. Daniel’s rewards & Belshazzar’s death

A. Belshazzar was good for his promises which he had made to Daniel. Maybe he would have liked to kill him for the hard words he said, but that would have been an “unkingly” thing to do in front of 1000 witnesses. Besides, I believe that God was in it, who wanted Daniel to be Ruler #3 when the Medes and Persians took over. That very night the wall prophecy was fulfilled! Belshazzar was killed and Daniel was spared. Darius the Mede took over Babylon. 

B. Some say that Darius was another name for Cyrus who was the emperor. But I think it is more likely that Darius was another person who was assigned by Cyrus to the city of Babylon or part of the Babylonian Kingdom. Cyrus was the one about whom Isaiah wrote 150 years before, even naming him in Isa. 45:1. He was the one chosen by God to rule this great empire, to rebuild the temple, and to restore those goblets to their proper place! Ezra 1:1,7 I wonder if God used the story of the message on the wall, possibly told by Daniel, to inspire Cyrus to fulfill this plan of God? 

Conclusion

 
We should not be surprised by the take-over of the Medes and the Persians since that was foretold in Dan. 2:39 when Daniel interpreted Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of the great statue. It was the second phase in the times of the Gentiles, pictured by the silver chest and arms.  The events of this chapter illustrate that God is sovereign and moves according to His predetermined plans. They also look forward to the final overthrow of all Gentile world powers that rebel against God and are characterized by moral and spiritual corruption. This will be fulfilled at the Second Coming of Jesus as King of kings and Lord of lords. Psa. 2:1-6; Rev. 19:15-16

